
start your career here:
Systems Admin with Security Focus

Starting Average Salary: $61,000

Systems Administrators with a focus on 

cybersecurity maintain and secure networks, 

ensuring that access controls and system defenses 

are in place. They manage system updates and 

troubleshoot vulnerabilities in real time.

Cybersecurity Analyst

Starting Average Salary: $70,000

A Cybersecurity Analyst monitors systems, 

detects threats, and implements protections 

against cyberattacks. Analysts also address 

vulnerabilities and document security measures 

to prevent future breaches.

Here are some future roles:
Penetration Tester

Starting Average Salary: $78,000

Penetration Testers, or ethical hackers, conduct 

simulated cyberattacks to uncover vulnerabilities 

and help organizations improve security.

Cloud Security Engineer

Starting Average Salary: $95,000

Focuses on securing cloud platforms and 

applications, ensuring compliance and managing 

risks in dynamic cloud environments.

Information Security Manager

Starting Average Salary: $115,000

Information Security Managers lead teams to 

implement and maintain security policies and 

strategies, overseeing compliance with 

industry standards. 
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A Career in

cybersecurity
could be for you




Here you’ll find education options, starter projects, and local 
organizations, so you can discover more about this career path.

Three Education Options for A Career in Cybersecurity:


Direct-to-Workforce 

Technical Training. 

Organizations such as 
 provide short-term, 

virtual training for roles like 
Cybersecurity Analyst and Systems 
Administrator with a security focus.


The 
Workplace

Two-Year Associate 

Degree Programs. 

CT State Norwalk offers an 
Associate Degree in Computer 
Science with a cybersecurity focus, 
ideal for entry-level jobs or transfer 
to four-year universities.

Four-Year Bachelor's and 
Master’s Programs. 

University of Connecticut (UConn) 
offers a BS in Computer Science with 
a Cybersecurity concentration, 
blending technical training with real-
world applications.


Three Great Projects for Exploration:


Set Up a Secure Home Network 

Configure a router with strong passwords and WPA3 encryption, monitor traffic using Wireshark, and 

implement firewall rules. This project teaches basic networking and cybersecurity practices.

Analyze a Cybersecurity Breach 

Research and document a real-world cyberattack, such as a ransomware incident, detailing the methods 

used and how the company recovered.

Participate in Online Challenges 

Join Capture the Flag (CTF) platforms like Hack The Box to solve cybersecurity puzzles and test 

penetration testing skills in a guided environment.

Additional Resources:

NE Cyber Council: 
A virtual and physical hub for cybersecurity that offers events, networking, learning, and industry development opportunities.

ISSA Connecticut Chapter: 
Get networking opportunities, professional development, and resources for cybersecurity professionals in the area.

This project is being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award 
number ED22HDQ3070186, awarded to the State of Connecticut 
Office of Workforce Strategy by the U.S. Department of Economic 
Development Administration.
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https://www.figma.com/exit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workplace.org%2F
https://www.figma.com/exit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workplace.org%2F
https://ctstate.edu/component/zoo/advanced-search/246?Itemid=183
https://msbapm.business.uconn.edu/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAm-67BhBlEiwAEVftNvrLuxHvJYOJ5mFiLi7k1tZiDLNxSHQZTQ5oWsmSr9cA1QEmW505MBoC3qgQAvD_BwE
https://stamfordpartnership.org/necc/
https://www.issa-ct.org/



